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OUR WORK 


^ /inti To ex-students. The report on the Natural 

House of Eaucauo . . our ex . stu dents during the past five 

Science and iHanJ® ' encouragin g. Not one handicraft seems to 

years is most cheering ^ not bee n time yet for our Leather- 

have fallen through. ^ -\Vood-carving to work their way, but Book- 
embossing, Repo- - ^ Basket . makin g seem to have succeeded 
binding, Cardboar fact that it encourages children 

very well. W.th regard f „ wn eaUs grea tly ]„ it s favour. 

.oiuven. and carry on motooyhe,^ ^ ^ 

encourage and culti- 

It is the inventive faculty in c ki Children soon begin to 

**«• ?' » me XJTand t “ I preuy design., we get cLefui 
invent their own pa ’ , ti nal va i ue of these employments soon 

and accurate -k ^ edu^cational^^ ^ ^ ^ 

worked’ by teachers and pupils are invariably a success but where they are 
taken up in a half-hearted kind of way they, naturally, do not succeed. 
Th i s j/rarely the case, and the report on the Natural History is most 
gratifying All our ex-students have done something many exceedingly 
well - they are interested themselves and have succeeded ,n making the 
out-door world a delight to their pupils. This is as it should be ; a boy 
who grows up with a strong love for Nature and natural science will 
possess a safeguard against many temptations in after life, and may 
possibly not only lend a hand to science in general but may turn out a 
good scientist himself. Encourage this taste then whenever you can, only 
be on your guard and strenuously set your faces against any collections that 
involve pain and suffering, or that encourage the cruelty so often a part of 

« nnfnro 


Parents' Review School -- The work done in the School in the last 
term of 1896 was distinctly satisfactory. The Examiner’s report points 
to better work in Arithmetic and Grammar throughout the School. 
The Historical and Natural History subjects show thorough work and 
great interest in the pupils. The average of the work has not been 
lowered by any really bad papers. Class IV. work is more thorough, 
thoughtful and altogether of better quality than it has been hitherto. In 
some cases the Natural Science subjects have been neglected in classes 
III. and IV. This is a great pity, and we hope it will not occur again- 
A merely literary education does not open doors to the interests an 
delights of the natural world. The work of the Parents' Review School is 
quite satisfactory only when the pupils are able to take the questions in 
every subject set by the examiners, and to do the work of their particular 
class. 


The Examination Papers for this term will be sent out on April 3rd in 
order that the answers may be sent in well before Easter. Papeis may 
posted as late as the 15th. 

Examination Papers can be returned upon receipt of postage. 


THE 


e.R.” LETTER BAG. 


ln ‘ Edi,0r " f" «. ofinicn ,/ 

Dear Editor, — I think some of your readers mav k i 
they have not already seen, Dr. Jowett’s messa^ . ^ be S lad to read, if 
sick bed. J “ S messa ge to the College from his 

A. H. A. 

“ Most of us have been wanting in the clear desire , ° ctoher , 1891- 

fellow men. At the critical times of life we have not l ° St - Ve G ° d and our 
We have not tried enough to see ourselves as we are or toTr 5 ^! *° ° Urselves - 
truly is. We have drifted with society, instead of form! • i° W lhe WOrld as il 
of our own. We have thought too much of ourselves 

about us We have cared more for the opinion of others, than S theVuTh " XV 
have not loved others in all classes of society, as Thou O Lord h! ,7 7^ 

We have not thanked Thee sufficiently for the treasures of knn l a L ° Ved US * 
opportunity of doing good which Thou has given us in this Jtlrday Weh^ 
womel ourselves too much about the religious gossip of the ave and , h 
considered enough the fixed forms of truth. We have been indolent Ind ha^mlde 
many excuses for falling short m Thy work. And now, O Lord, in these difficult 
t.mes when there is a seeming opposition of knowledge and faith and an 
accumulation of facts beyond the power of the human mind to conceive ; ’and good 
men of all religions, more and more, meet in Thee ; and the strife between classes in 
society, and between good and evil in our souls is not less than of old, and the love 
of pleasure and the desires of the flesh are always coming in between us and Thee • 
and we cannot rise above these things to see the light of Heaven, but are tossed 
upon a sea of troubles ; we pray Thee, be our guide, and strength, and light, that, 
looking up to Thee always, we may behold the rock on which we stand, and be 
confident in the word which Thou hast spoken.” 


Dear Editor,— In reference to the correspondence in your January 
issue re the P.R.S., may I quote from a letter my boy’s schoolmaster 
addressed to me after his first term. He had previously been taught in 
the P.R.S. by a House of Education student. I beg to enclose . . . 
report : 

“ He has been so well taught that there has been no difficulty in teaching him, 
and the good results in this examination are mainly attributable to his previous 
training. He learns easily and digests what he learns with equal or greater ease. In 
Arithmetic he works accurately and intelligently. He was placed in the senior 
division but one in History and Geography. I did not see those papers, but I do 
think the marks are cTeditable. ,, 

Yours faithfully, F. 


Dear Editor,— Would it be possible for you to put me in communica- 
tion with a correspondent (Lane) who wrote in the October number of the 
Parents' Review , saying she had school books to part with ? I should be 
glad to purchase school books suitable for children in Class II. of Parents 
Review School. Yours truly, E. M. Monck. 

Netherfield Vicarage, Battle. 


Dear Editor, — I enclose a leaflet of “ Nature Study, which 
accidentally fell into my hands. I subscribed to the series and have 
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the “P.R.” letter bag. 


found them all interesting and helpful in supplementing the usual Bible 
, n m children from four to ten. I send one number to you, thinking 
r/t you may like to recommend them to your readers. It is so diffi cult * 
get books of travel that are interesting to children when they are read 
aloud that when I find one I welcome it heartily. The High Alps 0 f 
w™ Zealand ” by Green, and published by Macmillan, is such a book 
Children from seven years of age like to hew it read. Another book 
called “The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood, written and beautifully 
illustrated by Howard Pyle and published by Scribner, is a delightful, 
though expensive, gift book (i 5 J-) for children from six to twelve years of 
& I remain, yours faithfully, M. English. 

age. 

Dear Editor,— Could any of your readers recommend some books for 

a srirl of eleven years to read during play hours ? 

* Yours very truly, E. B. B. 

81, Church Road, West Brighton. 


Dear Editor, — Continuing his series of articles in the Forum , the 
first of which I summarized in January, Dr. J. M. Rice proceeds to 
discuss what amount of proficiency in the elementary subjects is 
essential, and how much time is required to cover the indispensable 
ground. At present, the time devoted in elementary schools to the 
‘‘three R’s” is about 70 per cent, of the whole, but by judicious excision 
of (1) that portion of each which is practised merely as a species of 
mental gymnastics, and (2) those facts that are taught as a matter 
of tradition, but which the adult is not expected to remember, that 
time might be reduced to about half. In the same way with history 
and geography, the elimination of cut and dried facts, that properly 
belong to books of reference, would save, in Dr. Rice’s opinion, at 
least 70 per cent, of the time spent upon them in old-fashioned schools, 
and render them interesting and stimulating, instead of, as at present, 
most burdensome. 

In the Fortnightly , Professor Sully writes on various studies of 
child -life in recent literature, and chiefly Mrs. Meynell’s well-known 
book, “The Children. ,, Daintily produced, and gracefully written, it 
depicts, he thinks, a type of child which we may see now, and which 
may possibly become common ; but, as an old-fashioned child-lover, he 
piays ervently that the transformation may not be yet* Amongst others, 
e notices The Unseen Playmate,’ ’ to which he gives almost unqualified 
p lse, an Sentimental lommie,” by Mr. Barrie, which he considers 

f t ro ™ aR ce, a ^ most ^ arce , spoilt by occasioned attempts of the author 
to take his hero seriously. 

thp a l so contains Professor Max Muller’s address to 

Humana Manchester College, on “How to Work,” and the 

forZuntZlZ’ a T St extraor dinary scheme of religious education 

by Mrs - Groves - which is apparently to combine 

EDictctus r f lanity Wlth J udlcl0u s selections from the Buddhist Scriptures, 
npictetus, Confucius and the like 


Pater Junior- 


Edited by Miss Frances Blogg, See., 28, Victoria Street, S. W. 

lo whom Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send retorts of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches also xo \ 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print. 

NEW BRANCHES. 

approached ’ ,i,h a view - «*"■■« 

Harrow. 

Bradford. 

Manchester. 

Chichester. 

Ealing. 

C ° L Vicarage. H ° n ' SeC ’ * ro tem > Mrs - Powell, Great Bentley 
Nottingham. 

Blackheath. 

Croydon. 

Streatham. 

WE< N ^ AMPSTEAD,—Hon - Sec “ Miss Fothergill, 109, Abbey Road, 
Beckenham. 

Bolton.— Hon. Sec., Mrs. Barnes, Limefield, Farnworth. 

Carlisle. 

Brussels. 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Blogg. 


The Library Committee beg to acknowledge, with many thanks, the 
gift of the following books by their authors : — 

“ Parents and Children.” Miss C. M. Mason. 

“The Elements of General Method.” Prof. Charles McMurry, Ph.D. 


Belgravia. — One of the most successful and well-attended meetings 
of this branch was held on January the 1 8th, when Canon Lyttelton 
addressed a deeply attentive and appreciative audience on the engrossing 
subject of “Parents and Sons.” It is impossible in this very limited 
space to give more than a very crude idea of this inspiring lecture. 
After some preliminary remarks as to the great wants which the P.N.E.U. 
supplied, and the marvellous awakening to a sense of parental responsi- 
bility which the last 30 years has witnessed, and which is bearing fruit 
ln tlle manifest improvement of the present generation of schoolboys, 
Canon Lyttelton went on to say that too little was being done to encourage 
thinking as distinct from learning facts. He would suggest that questions 


